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Contemporary American Short Story

Writing Practice

Topic: Write a paragraph of at least 400 words on John Barth’s short story “Lost in the Funhouse”. The paragraph will depict the writer’s unique style and exemplify the different method used in the text.   

John Barth is an American both short story and novel writer. He is one of the postmodernist writers. Lost in the Funhouse is one of his great short stories. Barth has a different style when I compare him to the other writers that I have read their short stories. Barth is different because while I was reading the story, I have noticed that he stops talking about the story and defines some literary items. For example, on page 692, he describes Ambrose’s mother and he explains where and how she is sitting and what she is wearing. However, the author Barth suddenly stops talking about the mother and gives some specific information about the significance of description of physical appearance and mannerisms and then he continues to talk about the story again. Therefore, both the story and the style of the author are different from the previous short stories and authors that I have studied so far.
On the other hand, Barth uses some metaphors and similarities in his short story called Lost in the Funhouse. For example, ‘funhouse’ is a huge part of the story; therefore, it is one of the basic metaphors in the story as well. It represents Ambrose’s love life because he sees his brother with Megda when Ambrose is visiting the funhouse. It also symbolizes unconsciousness. For example, Ambrose is more naive when he is at the funhouse, he does not control his emotions but he becomes mature through the end of the story. Mirrors are the second basic metaphors in the story. They symbolize the identification of Ambrose’s characteristic. It is simply because mirror symbolizes the representation of oneself. There is also one more metaphor and it is Independence Day. Ambrose and his family go to travel on that day and Independence Day is a symbol of freedom. In the story, Ambrose is left by his brother at the funhouse and Ambrose loses his way. Hence, Ambrose learns how to deal with the problems on his own.
To put in a nut shell, the style of John Barth is quite different in terms of giving literary definition throughout the story and using some interesting metaphors. 

