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5) “Desiree’s Baby” and “Country Lovers”            White – Black Clash in marriage.

The Main Point of the Two Major Stories

Kate Chopin and Nadine Gordimer are both American short story authors and they focus on the same subject in their major stories.  ‘Desiree’s Baby’ is a short story written by Kate Chopin and the story raises important issues such as racism and woman’s identity. On the other hand, the story called ‘Country Lovers’ is one of the other major American short stories written by Nadine Gordimer. This short story is also associated with racism. In the two stories they deal with children that are quite similar.  Therefore, when these two major stories are examined, it is seen that both of them have the same main point which is White – Black clash in marriage. Thus, this paper is the analysis of how both author processes that point in their major short stories. 
In Kate Chopin’s story ‘Desiree’s Baby’ there are a girl called Desiree and a man who is Armand. On the other hand, there is one more major female character and she is Madame Volmonde. The story opens with a brief history of the foundling, Desiree, who was adopted by the Valmonde family after they found her by the side of the road. In the story, the family Volmande is stated as if they are childless; therefore, they raise Desiree as their own child. Time passes and Desiree becomes a young woman and one day, when she is out, she come crosses with Armand, who is a neighbor of the Valmondes and comes from a glorious family.  Desiree’s beauty attracts his attention, although he has known her for a long time but he has not been attracted before. On the other hand, Armand wants to get married to Desiree but Madame Volmande does not approve their marriage because of Desiree’s unknown origins. However, Armand declares that he does not care about her origins; hence, he orders a wedding set from Paris. Once it arrives with its household items, he and Desiree are married. 

After their marriage, Armand takes her to L’abri and they live there. Time passes and Desiree gives a birth.  They are so happy that in the story their feelings are stated like; “Armand has always been known to running a strict plantation and for being exceptionally cruel to his slaves. Desiree tells her mother that he is so proud that he has been kind even to the slaves. Her mother notices that her happiness is apparent in every gesture she makes. Desiree was right. Marriage and the birth of their son had made Armand happy and nicer” (1). However, three months passes after giving a birth and Armand notices that like Desiree, the son is also black. Now on then, Armand’s attitude towards Desiree, the baby and the other people who are working for him is changed. In the story, Kate Chopin explains it like; “when the baby turned three months old, Desiree noticed something changing at the plantation. Visitors seemed to drop by for no reason, and Armand had grown distant. He had resumed punishing the slaves with a new fervor that Desiree hadn't seen before” (1). Then, Desiree writes a letter to her mother, she explains that Armand accuses her being black her mother wants her to turn back with the baby.  She reads the letter to Armand and he agrees that she should leave the house with her baby. It is clear that Desiree leaves the house immediately but it is not clear whether she turns back to her family house or not. Hence, their marriage finishes because of the racism. From this point of view, I can say that there is a White – Black clash in Kate Chopin’s characters’ marriage. 
On the other hand, at the end of the story, Armand burns the letters written by Desiree just to forget about her. However, there is one more letter and it belongs to his mother. In the letter, his mother thanks her husband for his love and she declares that Armand will never know that she belonged to the race that is considered slaves. So, it is understood that Armand’s mother is also black and his father has left her alone. Thus, I can argue that I see the sign of White – Black clash in their marriage as well.

I also see the same point, which is White – Black clash in marriage, in Nadine Gordimer’s story called ‘Country Lovers’. In her story, there are a girl called Thebedi and a boy called Paulus like in the Kate Chopin’s story. Thebedi works on the farm of the Paulus’ father. They have been friends for a long time. They used to play together when they were kids, but when Paulus starts school they don’t see each other so much. They only meet when he is home for holidays. When he comes home Thebedi and Paulus meet at the river where they used to play together when they were kids. One day in the summer they meet at the river again. After a bath in the river Paulus and Thebedi make love on the riverbed. After that night they meet a lot of times that summer. However, she gets married to a man called Njabulo who is black. At the same time Paulus is away and does not have any idea about her marriage. Two months after the marriage Thebedi gives a birth like Desiree who is the major character in Kate Chopin’s story. When Paulus comes home from school and finds out that Thebedi has got a baby, he gets very angry. He goes to the house where Thebedi lives in and he declares that he will kill the baby. One day, the baby becomes ill and Thebedi takes her baby to the hospital. When the baby is in the hospital, Paulus visits the baby and when he goes out Thebedi comes in and she finds the baby dead. Then, Thebedi goes to the police and says what has happened. She accuses Paulus for killing the baby but as there are not enough proofs to acknowledge that he is guilty, he is released. From now on then, Thebedi and Paulus don’t see each other anymore. So, in this story, it is understood that Thebedi is black and Paulus is white and there is a sexual intercourse between them. Therefore, I claim that there is a White – Black clash in their relationship.
Last but not least, all the writers have right to write their short stories in a different way but this does not mean that each author does not write about the same subject or focus on the same point. For example, Kate Chopin and Nadine Gordimer deal with the same subject or the point in their major stories which are ‘Desiree’s Baby’ and ‘Country Lovers’. When these two stories are read, it is basically seen that there is a white- black clash in characters’ marriage.
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