  
Questions with Answers
1. How would you recognize a (mild) case of dyslexia in your class? How would you help the student to progress – assuming he or she can already read or write, but still has problems with linguistic processing? How would you help the student build self-confidence? 
First thing first, Dyslexia means; learning disability. The people who are Dyslexic cannot understand written words or letters, numbers and symbols.  This does not mean that they do not have an ability to learn because they are able to learn to read, write and study efficiently by using some methods. Using mind map can be given as an example for the methods used by dyslexic people for writing activity. Considering the definition and the characteristic features of dyslexic people, a student who has the dyslexia problem can be recognized in the class without any effort. For example, the teacher asks students to read a paragraph written in a book; so, students have reading activities. What is more, the teacher asks students to produce some sentences during the lesson; so, students have writing and spelling activities as well. Thus, a student who is dyslexic cannot be good at doing the activities because s/he will be different from the other students. For example, s/he will not read and understand what is read at the first time unlike the others or while writing s/he will not write full sentences and have many spelling mistakes unlike the others. Thus, I may focus on that student and pay attention to him or her.  Tests can help met o decide that student has really learning disability. Let’s assume that a student who has difficulties in visual short- term memory, misreading problem, and needs to re-read many times can be the dyslexic student. What is more, if that student has difficulties in expression him/her self, putting words in order, planning problem, can be dyslexic student as well. 

It is my responsibility to provide safe atmosphere for all pupils within the class. Instead of excluding students who are Dyslexic, I should help them and encourage them to sustain their education because Dyslexia is one of the common and normal problems which I can come across in my professional life. For example, I can let them take participation in many activities and when they are good at expressing themselves, or producing proper full sentences and read properly, I give them award; in other words, I praise them; hence, I create a safe classroom environment for them to feel themselves confident. On the other hand, I can let a dyslexic student take place in the very front row to follow me easily and to give them time to copy instructions stated by the teacher. Hence, I can check whether they manage to understand the subject taught by the teacher.

Last but not least, considering what the researchers argue, dyslexic people are not sick and do not have mental problems, they are really cleaver and creative like Rain Man, he follows many playing cards and knows what will come next or knows the numbers of sticks without calculating but they use different areas of their brain.  Therefore, we should help them to build their self- confidence because they can be very important person for the new generations or common wealth.  Like Livingston Merchant who is a lecturer at Bilkent Universtiy. 
2. IQ is often measured on the Bell Normal Curve. What are the dangers of measuring IQ on this curve using tests that emphasize Verbal and Mathematical skills? How does this method resemble the ÖSS scores?

IQ and Bell Normal Curve are tests that test human beings’ intelligence. For example, there are different types of IQ; linguistic and verbal, logical, body/movement, musical, naturalist, etc. these are some of the types of IQ and they are all different from each other. It is simply because each IQ type has its own measuring tests. For example, logical IQ is measured by mathematical tests, verbal IQ is measured by verbal IQ test. On the other hand, there is a link between IQ and Bell Normal Curve because Bell Normal Curve is one of the tests which can measure some certain types of IQ. Such as, verbal and mathematical skills. 
The danger between them can be analyzed in terms of intelligence and ability. For example, Bell Normal Curve related with verbal and mathematical intelligence but spatial intelligence. For example, person who has spatial intelligence cannot be good at mathematical and verbal intelligence. So, it is dangerous for people because each people have different types of intelligence. Thus, each type of intelligence should be measured by its own measuring tests. For example, Bell Normal Curve is not appropriate for measuring musical or naturalist ability. A person who has a musical ability can be accepted as an unsuccessful person according to Bell Normal Curve because as I have argued before Bell Normal Curve measures verbal and mathematical skills not all types of IQ.  

ÖSS is composed of two parts, verbal and mathematical. No matter what kind of intelligence the person has, students are evaluated by verbal and mathematical intelligence. The person who wants to be a musician has to take this exam as well and s/he will also be tested by verbal and mathematical skills which are unfair. Therefore, Bell Nature Curve resembles ÖSS as it measures students’ verbal and mathematical intelligence. 

To put in a nut shell, 
each person has different intelligence and ability; therefore, one type of the test is not enough to test and it is impossible to say this person is intelligent or unintelligent depending on one test. This is simply because each test may give different results; therefore, considering intelligence; people in order to see the real results of their intelligence should also take different tests. 
3. What happens when a severe disability is combined with an extreme ability: how can a school system deal with this combination? What do we learn from the story of Dr. Grandin? (Thinking in Pictures)

Grandin argues the significance of her visual memory; she gives some key information about how she manages to get an idea about the concept via visual representation. What is more, “she talks about the tendency for people with autism to speak in associative language.  By this, she means, the autistic mind may associate two things together in a non-typical way.  This may explain some of the distractibility that is seen in autism, as well as the trouble staying on topic appropriately.  This also may explain why seemingly random phrases may be important for individuals with autism” (Laura).  She also argues the three types of specialized brains: visual thinkers, music and math thinkers, and verbal logic thinkers.
Severe disability students are excluded by regular students because “they typically lacked skills such as ambulation; the ability to communicate their needs easily; and/or self-care skills, particularly dressing, toileting, and independent eating. Other reasons for exclusion included the unusual medical problems of some and the deviant behavior exhibited by others” (Eric).
The solution of this problem is quite easy. Teachers are not only responsible for teaching but their students’ all kind of problems as well. Thus, teachers, administrators and psychological counseling and guidance department should work together. They should be in good communication with each other.  They should try to solve their students’ problem with the help of speaking to them; they should provide opportunities to them and encourage them to participate in almost all the activities done in the school, class or out of the school. What is more, they can also ask regular students to help them; for example, regular students can communicate the severe disability students, can work together and so on. Hence, severe disability students can feel confident and safe place can be provided for the whole students in the schools.
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