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Character Analysis

 “Peter” in Act 1- Scene 1

This paper is a written version of the discussion that I did for the play A Taste of Honey in class. This paper analyses the idea of whether Peter is an important character in act 1- scene 1 or not and it also emphasizes what Peter’s characteristic features are when the first scene of the first act is considered.

Peter is an important character in the first scene of the first act. Why? It is simply because at the very beginning of the play Helen and her daughter Jo move from somewhere to somewhere. The reason behind the movement is stated on page 16. Helen asks Peter how he found her and Peter answers the question by asking another question and the question is “Did you think you could escape me?” In the conversation between Helen and Peter, we observe that the reason of the movement is Peter’s himself. On the other hand, we find out that Peter follows Helen; therefore, Helen escapes from him. 
Why does Peter follow Helen? The answer is written on page 18; Peter says “I am offering to marry you”. Hence, we observe that Peter wants to marry Helen. Although, Helen is defined or characterized as a prostitute in the play, Peter is serious about getting married to Helen because Peter declares that he will take her to church and make her an honest woman (the idea is stated on page 18).
Peter is a car sales man; therefore, he is a wealthy man in the first scene of the first act. However, when the page 17 is examined, it is understood that he is also arrogant because he despises the house where Helen and Jo live together.  He looks down upon the house by saying “nobody could live in a place like this” (17).


Peter denotes that he is the best person for Helen and she cannot dare to decline him. Furthermore, Peter tells Helen that “you do not seem to realize what an opportunity I am giving you” (19). In other words, we understand that Peter can give a good opportunity to her and he can escape him from suffering or being poor. 

On page 19, Peter says “the word is littered with women I have rejected, women still anxious to indulge my little vices and excuse my less seemly virtues”. According to what he says about the woman, we can define him as womanizer.

Last but not least, Peter is both insolent and disrespectful. He is insolent because he despises both Helen’s and Jo’s life on page 17. He is disrespectful because his attitude towards Jo is rude.  For example, this is the first time that they see each other but Peter asks Helen to get rid of her on page 17 and he gives some orders or directions like “do what your mother tells you” (16) and finally Peter does not want J to poke her nose into everything; therefore, he asks her to go home to her father on page 20. 
In conclusion, this paper is filled with the idea of whether Peter is a major character in the first scene of the first act or not and it is full of Peter’s characteristic features. When the first scene of the first act is grasped, it is understood that Peter is an important character in the play. On the other hand, considering his characteristic features, it is seen that he is rich; therefore, he offers Helen some opportunities, he is womanizer and finally he is both insolent and disrespectful
