Life in the countryside is associated with tranquility, closeness to nature; it is a pure life, inferior to life at court.

City life is viewed as a decadence form, as the court was the political center. Pastoral life is a Utopia, an Eden, as there’s no hierarchy, it is an equalitarian society of utopian dimensions, an idealized world, characterized by honesty and simplicity, has nothing to do with power, it is not a world of flattery, but it is an exile for Duke Senior, as he loses his status.

The Forest of Arden represents not only life in wilderness, a natural life, but Arden is a penalty

In As You Like It, Shakespeare presents diverse perspectives of city life and country life. Though acts one to three, the comparison of the pastoral versus court lives have been repeatedly implied. Often, it is pastoral life that is admired by a number of characters, yet Shakespeare indicates frequently that it is not an ideal a life as many of the characters assumes it is. In doing so, Shakespeare caricatures the convention of pastoral romance and urban idealizations.
The duality between the two worlds is represented by the difference between Corin who represents the pastoral life and Touchstone who represents the court. Corin embodies the simplicity of a virtue, of truth, of honesty, he is a religious person. He reasons plainly, this is where he takes his source of his happiness.

Touchstone embodies the carnavalesque tradition, which belongs to the court life, he is a twister of words, he keeps contradicting himself and has a bad logic, while Corin has common sensical logic and he lacks money.

Shakespeare highlights the benefits of the life in the forest which are seen as relative to life at court as well as the contrast between the formal world of the court and country life in Arden, concluding “As You Like At” as an exploration of “real” versus “ideal”.

As You Like It is a happy Shakespearean comedy.  The main setting is a forest where people go to escape the dishonesty and politics of court life.  The forest represents the purity of Mother Nature and anyone who goes near it seems to absorb this purity to some extent.
