Plato and Aristotle are the oldest political thinkers. They were both great thinkers in regards to being the foundation of the great western philosophers. That’s why experts in modern time regard Plato as the first genuine political philosopher and Aristotle as the first political scientist.  Plato and Aristotle each has ideas on how to improve the society, how to have a perfect government and government system. Thus, they are both in searching of the answer of some questions like what is the good life. What is justice? What is the best regime? This essay will focus on two issues that Plato and Aristotle raise in their work. First, it will address Plato’s and Aristotle’s different notions of individuals and their role in the city. Second, this essay will address how Plato’s and Aristotle’s understanding of individual citizens influences their political beliefs.
Plato’s ideal city is based on the four virtues of wisdom, courage, moderation and justice. Wisdom makes the city wise, courage makes it brave, moderation is the understanding that everyone knows his or her role and justice means the “harmony that results when everyone is actively engaged in fulfilling his role and does not meddle with that of others” (Plato 85). His perspective on the city is it fulfills certain functional needs (Plato 39). What kind of needs are they? The obvious needs are food, shelter, and clothes. Only the city can provide all of these because as Aristotle argues that human beings can only full fill their natures as part of a state. What exactly is his argument? He argues that man fails to fulfill his ultimate purpose when he is disconnected from the city. All associations are formed with the aim of achieving some good and aims at the highest good. In other words, the city is the best place where human being can reach their targets. “The association with each other,” offers Plato, “was the very purpose for which we establish the city” (Plato 41). The city would bring together the farmers, the craftsmen, the shepherds, the strong and the weak. 
Plato’s city functions like consist of three basic groups, which are Guardians (Gold), Auxiliaries (Silver), and the Workers (Bronze). The highest of these classes are the gold people, which consist of rulers. The rulers always make the right decision, and rule with total wisdom, justice and virtue. The rulers are not posses any money or property, they are free of desires, excesses, and vices. The Auxiliaries (Silver) are people of strength, courage, and military capacity; they occupy a small sector of society. The last level is Workers (Bronze); the workers are composed of farmers. Hence, Plato believes that a special class of “guardians” is best fit to rule the city.
The first two books of Plato’s Republic are about the understanding justice and virtue, and how they have power on rulers. The reason is simply because most men are only concerned with their benefits and act according to their advantageous. However, justice and virtue are not enough, the guardians must be “physically strong, lovers of wisdom and knowledge and impervious to outside experience” (Plato 46-51). Plato also extinguishes the divide between the public and the private. “Plato argues for common wives and common children for the guardians, so as to build community among the city’s rulers. The women also share in the duties with the male guardians, including hunting food and fighting in war. Despite bringing disparate talents and roles together, the city plays a predominant role in unifying the community and preserving order, a key aspect of Platonic thought” (Joseph M. Ellis, 1). 
Aristotle begins his text by answering the question: "Why does the state exist?" the state is the culmination of natural associations that start with the joining of man and woman, which have a family and form a "household"; households unite and form villages; villages unite and form the state. Aristotle notes that “a city is made up not only of many human beings but also of human beings who differ in kind” (Aristotle 36). Aristotle argues that any citizen has the ability to rule, so long as they follow the law and are properly educated. Moreover, though the citizens might be dissimilar from one another, each has a role in helping to define the community (Aristotle 81-83). In particular the purpose of being a citizen in a community is the ability to rule and be ruled. In this sense, Aristotle claims the best regimes are those where citizens have the ability and desire to make their own choices. This is accomplished by giving the majority the ability to rule. Aristotle also believes that common wives and children are dangerous for the stability of the city. That’s why Aristotle calls communism, actually fractures the unity of the city. Aristotle argues that the separation is vital (Aristotle 41). He asks “What would happen if one reduced a many-voiced harmony to unison or rhythm to a single beat?” (Aristotle 42). 
Plato and Aristotle have different perspective over the nature of individuals and their different views on the city effects their view about what is the “best” regime. For Plato, the guardians are the only individuals qualified to rule because of the unique skills and knowledge they possess. Only the guardians are capable of ruling because of their wisdom, courage, moderation and attachment to justice. Plato distinguishes the forms of government. In timarchy, war and the army dominate and victory is the only thing. In oligarchies money and the acquisition of money drives the rulers. Democracy, the third type of regime, is equality. (Plato 193-194). “It gives an equal share of political power and offices to people” (Plato 206). Plato also describes the democratic regime as one in which people can do “anything they please” (Plato 206). On the other hand, Plato’s view of government is an elitist and conservative one. 
“Aristotle’s Politics is a more pluralist understanding of government, because Aristotle argues that citizens with proper education and obedience to the law are equipped to rule themselves and others” (Joseph M. Ellis, 1). Aristotle claims “anyone can rule well when educated by the laws and many ruling together and better than one ruling alone” (Aristotle 110). Aristotle’s opinion of virtue is similar, and stands in opposition to Plato. While Plato believes that the virtuous are small in number and that their virtue is inherent, Aristotle thinks that virtue and justice can be taught to citizens. Aristotle disagrees with Plato, Aristotle argues laws sometimes must be changed; therefore, Aristotle notes that laws must be written in “universal” terms, when writing laws the rulers must also understand the “particulars” of a given situation (Aristotle 58). Hence, In the Politics, it appears that Aristotle is not very set on breaking down society. His argument says that there are different classes in society, but they are naturally defined. For example, he devotes a lot of time to an explanation of the "naturalness" of slaves and their role in society.

Both Plato and Aristotle are great thinkers. Their opinions on society and its function are quite different, but they both have the same concern, to build a better way of life for their societies they in lived in and for the societies that will come to be in the future. Aristotle and Plato have been around for such a long time, our society certainly contains some of their influences in a general sense. For example, today some people are born with certain capacities. Because of the different intelligence levels among people, we have different classes such as advanced, intermediate, and beginners. In their appropriate level, each person develops his or her abilities to the highest potential. Plato's and Aristotle's philosophy have helped shape present thought. 
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