ENG 241 Fall 2008

Weeks 10-11 Homework

Thucydides

Week 10

Chapter 3 (pp. 39-58)

Pericles’ Funeral Oration
1. In Section 37 (pp. 40-41) how does Pericles describe the Athenian government?  Based on what we already know about Athens from The Five Dialogues and Republic, how can this view be challenged?
2. In Section 40 (pp. 42-43) how does Pericles describe the character of the Athenian?  Based on what we already know about Athens from The Five Dialogues and Republic, how can this view be challenged?
The Plague
3. In Sections 50-54 (pp. 48-50), how does Thucydides seem to be describing the behavior of Athenians now?  Is there a contradiction between this portrayal and the one given by Pericles in the oration?  In your opinion, which view of human nature is the more accurate one?
A General Question

4. In your opinion, what is the ultimate good for the individual and for the society (city)?

Week 11
Chapter 6 (pp. 97-109)
The Melian Dialogue
5. In Section 89 (p. 103), what exactly is the Athenian argument?  In your opinion, is it a logical one?  Why/why not?  Is the Melian response in Section 90 (p. 103) a logical one?  Why/why not?
6. In your opinion, is the Melians’ final response to the Athenians in Section 112 (p. 108), a sensible one or not?  
7. In the dialogue, how does Thucydides seem to view the concept of neutrality?  Is neutrality still an important concept today?
General Questions

8. In Chapters 3 and 6, how does Thucydides seem to view the concept of justice in the state/between states?  Do you agree with his claims?

9. Are Thucydides’ views on foreign policy still applicable today?  Why/why not?

