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3 Comments 

For the purposes of this essay, I am delegating Todd Anderson (Ethan Hawke) as the main character in this movie. He is the only student who sufficiently grasped Keating’s teachings and discovered his verse. Therefore I believe he is the only dynamic character in the movie. (See the philosophy page for my reasoning behind this.) 

At first, Todd is very quiet with not much to say. He is the youngest of his family and has many expectations laid upon him due to the success of his brother, who also went to Welton and was Valedictorian and a National Merit Scholar. 

Todd was also very shy. He couldn’t speak to anyone of authority including answering questions in class without sounding insecure. In one of the extra scenes, Todd tried to ask for rowing instead of soccer, but could barely speak. He was given soccer instead. Even in the Dead Poets Society, Todd was an observer, not a participant. He was afraid to read out loud and afraid to participate. 

However, by the end of the movie, Todd has found his voice by proving he could stand up and express himself when it really mattered. Todd is the first to stand on the desk in respect for Keating. 

Todd’s Fear and the Madman

Todd’s worst fear is that his life has no meaning, and therefore, he has no verse to contribute. For example, after the first day of class, Todd writes “Carpe Diem” on his paper, dreaming of what it would be like if he, too, could contribute a verse and be great like those in the picture. His insecurity gets the better of him, though, and he throws out the paper believing he has nothing to contribute. Later, in class, after being asked to write a poem, Todd tells Keating he never completed the assignment after he spent many hours writing and revising his poem only to have thrown it away before class. This is a prime example of Todd’s struggle between romanticism and realism, where Todd begins dreaming of future possibilities and ways of expressing himself only to have his realistic expectations crash down on him and diminish his thoughts of potential greatness. 

Keating sees through Todd’s fear and first makes him yawp and later makes him say whatever comes to mind. This is the beginning of the change in Todd. 

As future teachers, we really need to understand our students’ perspective and personality. The film called “Dead Poet Society” directed by Peter Weir in 1989 is very useful material for the teacher candidates to develop themselves. The movie is directed at St. Andrew’s School which is very conservative. There are very strict school principals and but within the school principles, there are four essential rules which are “tradition”, “honor”, “discipline” and “perfection”. Each student has to follow these four important rules otherwise they are dismissed from that high school. In the first scene, the school principal declares that this is the most quality one in USA; it seems to me that the school administration does not exactly know how to bring a student. This is simply because the school administration forces students just for studying a lot and they think that their hands always should be on the student which is wrong to me since I argue that sometimes students should feel free and do whatever they want because they are all human beings and they also need to something different rather than studying. However, within the teacher staff, there is an English literature teacher called Mr. John Keating who was also a student at this school and he was so brilliant that he was the school runner. This guy is really different from the other teachers, he is not a traditional teacher like the others, he is rather innovator, he does not much care about the school principles; thus, they offer flexibility to his students and he really knows how to motivate students and get their attention.  What is more, his teaching methods are highly effective for students learning although the school principal criticizes his methods at the end of the movie. Hence, for further information, the movie is basically all about Mr. Keating’s story and how he changes his students’ live by teaching poetry. Considering his story and his role on the students, the movie leads us to determine what our dos and don’ts will be for our professional life. Therefore, as future teachers, I am serious that we should need to understand our students from multiple perspectives even if they do not behave ideal ways for their success and well fare. This can be possible only if you can manage to become a friend with your students because close relationship between the students and teacher is really important for effective teaching- learning and letting students to form their characteristic and personality as it is seen in the movie as well. 

Todd Anderson is one of the other six major students who are Neil, Knox, Charlie, Cameron, Pitts and Meeks studying at St. Andrew’s School. At the very beginning of the movie, when he comes to the school, Todd does not talk to anybody or in other words he is really quite. He is a son of religious and reclusive family and he has a brother as well. His brother was also a student at the same high school and he entered one of the qualified universities. That’s the reason being this school for Todd. Furthermore, because of his brother who was really brilliant; his family has many expectations from Todd.  For example, they expect him to be as successful as his brother and pass the university exam. Thus, I first see him in the movie I have noticed that Todd is self-conscious but because of his parents pressure, he has to be successful like his brother. What is more, throughout the movie I have also observed that Todd is such a shy child that he cannot dare to speak his class mates and even his roommate Neil. On the other hand, when someone asks a question he feels himself insecure while responding or answering the questions asked him.  However, Todd and Nail who is one of the main characters in the movie becomes great friends and Nail explains the result of being quiet and shy and he manages to convince him to be an active student. Hence, Nail introduces Toddy with his other best friends who are Knox, Charlie, Cameron, Pitts and Meeks. Even if Todd has some friends he does not have much to say in the first scenes. He is afraid of expressing himself and reading something in front of the class. However, at the very end of the movie, he stands up and does yell as “Captain, My Captain”. He does this because he thinks that Mr. Keating isn’t guilty which will be explained in the previous paragraphs. 

Psychoanalyst Erik Erikson who describes the physical, emotional and psychological stages of development argues that “Because an infant is utterly dependent, the development of trust is based on the dependability and quality of the child’s caregivers” (Cherry, 1). Todd Anderson is Neil’s shy roommate and he is new at the school; therefore, he is lack of confident but one day, he meets with Mr. Keating who is the great instructor for those seven students and I can call him like revolutionist for the students. One day, Mr. Keating gives an assignment and asks students to write their own poems. Todd tries to create his poem but he does not feel that he is good at writing and reading it. Mr. Keating asks him to read his poem in front of the class but Todd excuses by saying he hasn’t written his poem. However, in order to help Todd to deal with his anxious, he takes Todd in front of the board and shows him a picture and asks him what he sees and Todd says what he thinks about the picture, than Mr. Keating close Todd’s eyes and asks him to say what he sees than Todd begins to jingle and when he finishes his talking, all of his friends clap him. Hence, thanks to Mr. Keating’s individual teaching method, Todd manages to deal with his problem and when he goes to the cave where dead poets go for reading poems, he begins to read poems although he could not   read at first. Hence, I have to declare that I am proud of Mr. Keating because he really helps Todd and keeps him like a caregiver. Furthermore, because of Mr. Keating’s attitudes towards his student, Todd begins to trust himself.  So, as future teacher we should always understand our students’ personality and we should behave considering their personality and understanding of their perspective by being a friend with them. Considering Erikson’s theory which is trust and mistrust, I can say that there is a connection between Erikson’s theories and how Toddy learns to be self confident and how his learning method affects his personality and identity development.  I say Erikson is right because children develop themselves in their childhood and caregivers (Mr. Keating) have a great impact on the development of children. In the movie, Mr. Keating is a teacher but as he has close relationship with the students he is like a caregiver, he takes them to watch Neil while he is acting, he plays football match with the students, he gives some advices to develop their identity and he supports his students not the school principal and the school norms. I am proud of Mr. Keating again because a better teacher should go to the movie and play a game with the students, deal with students’ problems, help them when they come across any difficulties and encourage them that they are powerful and they can come over all the obstacles. What is more, a better teacher should also know how to get students’ attention like Mr. Keating. When he first comes to class, he enters the class using the back door and leaves the class using the other door without saying anything but whistling. Then, he invites then students at the hall and shows some pictures that belong to previous successful students and increases his students’ motivation and when they enter the class again this time he asks one of the students to read what is poetry and then he asks them to tear that part from the book. Hence, he gets their attention. So, again for better teaching and learning, the only thing that the teacher need is close relationship with the students.
Todd’s roommate Neil commits a crime; he kills himself because he cannot stand his father’s pressure any more. Mr. Keating offers flexibility to the students and thanks to that him, students also feel themselves free and he supports his students’ decisions. Neil is one of those students and he wants to act in a theater scene but his father does not let him for acting. Thus, he promises his father that he will never be acting. However, he continues to acting and his father sees him while acting and punishes him, he keeps Neil indoors and wants him to from that school but Neil does not want to go to another school; therefore, for his freedom he kills himself. The school administration and the family accuse Mr. Keating because of his flexibility, his close relationship with the students and his teaching methods. In other words, they blame the teacher because they think that Neil has died as he follows Mr. Keating’s instructions. However no other students but only Toddy thinks that Mr. Keating is not guilty because Toddy believes that Mr. Keating is just teaching. That’s why he stands up and shouts as “Captain, My Captain”. All these actions help Todd to develop his identity, he becomes a realistic and he really learns how to express himself thanks to his thoughts and emotions. Todd is shy, quite and a new student. He does not dare to talk his class mates but by the end of the movie, especially when everybody blames Mr. Keating because of Neil’s death, he learns how to defend Mr. Keating and this time he has much to say.
If I was asked to put myself into Mr. Keating’s shoes I would try to encourage my student Todd to write a poem like Mr. Keating. However, to be honest, I couldn’t imagine using Mr. Keating’s creative teaching method but I might give some tactics to write a poem. I could ask him to use metaphors and I could show him what metaphors are and how they can be used in a poem. What is more, I could talk about the roles of rhymes, similes and emotions in the poem. Hence, I can increase his motivation to write a poem. I know it is a kind of traditional method but I also hate poetry and I really do not want to write a poem but I have an instructor called Jo and he encouraged me to write a poem by teaching me some key points and I could manage to create my own poem. So, the best way to deal with student’s problem is to convince him or her that s/he can really go over what the problem is. Thus, as future teacher you should have close relationship with your students and you should always talk to your students and deal with your student’s problems and worries, like Mr. Keating does in the film called “Dead Poets Society”. 
http://psychology.about.com/od/theoriesofpersonality/a/psychosocial.htm
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