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Reflection Questions #3 (for Week 4)
Readings:  Readings:  Gardener – The Unschooled Mind – pp. 126-132, 7-11, 152-159;  Dewey in Turkey; Turkey’s Education System Leads Nowhere, Professor Says - Hürriyet 23 Jan. 2010; Freire – Pedagogy of the Oppressed – Chapter 2

Gardner readings

1) (pp. 126-129) In your own words, how does Gardner define “school”?  Describe what Gardner says are the “predictable features” that schools all over the world have come to exhibit.

It is a new social instution where a group of young people enter. These young people are mostly not the relatives but they come from the same society. Their ages are approsimately the same and they enter the school not only to imrove their skills for the benefition of the society.
Regular drill, rote memorization, and recitation are the predictable features that shools all over the world have come to exhibit.

2)  (pp. 130-132) According to Gardner, what are the three kinds of knowledge that modern secular schools are expected to present to students?  Give examples from your field of each kind of knowledge and examples of how each was taught to you.

Notational sophistication: Notational sophistication is associated with the student's reading and understanding ability. Letter which are A-Z, numbers, musical notes and reading graphs can be given as an example. While I was learning such knowledge I fallowed different ways. Such as, memorization, playing with the letters and so on.

Concepts within the discipline: students have to learn and spell words correctly in order 

to students speak fluently and accurately.
 
Forms of exposition and reasoning within the discipline: It is related to the basic grammatical tenses of English language, so students should pay attention to these tenses correctly. By doing some exercises based on tenses I learned them.

3) (pp. 6-9) Describe, in your own words, the “three characters” that Gardner introduces on pp. 6-7.  What are the differences between the kinds of “performances” that are expected of each character?  Explain in your own words what Gardner means when he comments that in schools, “‘correct’ responses [given by traditional students]…do not preclude genuine understanding, they just fail to guarantee that such genuine understanding has occurred” (p. 9).

intuitive learners: These learners are categorised as the natural, naive or universal learner. They are aspected to be ready  learning language and other symbolic systems. Throuhout thier entire life, they are sharing in serviceable theories of the physical world and the world of other people.
traditional student: They are  approsimately at the age of between 7 and 20. They are willing to master the literacies, concepts, and disciplinary forms of the school. These students are also the students who create standard performance, answer in the same ways to preschool or primary school youth, once they have been removed from the context of the classroom.  
disciplinary expert: There is no age limitation and they have mastered the concept and skills of a discipline or domain, and they can apply their knowledge in a new situation. Such students’ knowledge is not limited to the usual text and test setting, and they have enough ability to enter the ranks of those who really understand.

The differences:
In the first character student learn immediate things and they perform what they learned.

In the second students will be able to discuss the knowledge which is standard performance.

In the third student will be able to create new things by applying the knowledge or concept 

was they learned.  

4) (pp. 10-11) In your own words, what is Gardner’s claim about these “three characters”?  What are the three “gaps” with which he is concerned?  With regard to the 2nd gap, what are even “esteemed students” (i.e. students who are successful in schools) often not successful at?

Gardener claims that there is a contradiction among these three characters; in other words, they do not suitable for eachother because of the gaps which causes a lot of problems.
Gaps:

The gap between the intuitive learner and the traditional students: intuitive learners who have enough intuitive understanding, most of the time they have great difficulty in mastering the lessons of school. It includes those students who have "learning problems" or "learning disorder". Even there are some students want to prove their succession in school still they are failed to appreciate the gaps between their intuitive understanding and those that are embodied in the notations and concepts of schools.

The gap between the traditional student and the disciplinary expert: This gap occurred by recent cognitively oriented research. Investigated that students do not transfer their knowledge to a new situation successfully. Also, unfortunately, they do not appreciate their failing and make it help them to correct it and be powerful, but they are jealous about understanding of early childhood. As a result, the traditional learners are more far from the disciplinary expert as the intuitive learner.  

The gap between the intuitive learner and the disciplinary expert: 
· The intuitive case is encountering the natural but naïve understanding, it grasp the world by involving in serviceable theories of physical world or the world of people.
· The disciplinary expert case encountering understanding they are working in a new area with applying what they have from information and skill.  

5)  (pp. 153-155) Garner gives several examples here of what happened when students who were taught certain laws of physics in school (i.e. laws of motion) were called upon to apply their knowledge in non-school situations. What do these examples show about how well these students were able to apply their knowledge of the laws of physics? 

The students cannot manage to apply their knowledge in non-school situations because 

they articulate formal laws.

6) (p. 156) what is it about the way that “lessons in physics class are learned” that Gardner suggests may help to explain the results of the experiments with students he describes?  What do you think this suggests about what may be a problem with many schools?

Gardner argue that it is impossible to say that physics lesson is not beneficial fort he student and Gardner also states that  from the knowledge they learned they can do something at home.

Dewey in Turkey reading

7) According to Dewey, what is the greatest weakness in almost all schools?  What relationship(s) do you see between Dewey’s and Gardner’s points?

Schools' studies are not combining with the real life of children and the conditions and opportunities of the environment. On the other hand, schools are not familier with their real life because what they have been taught is different when it is compered to real life. From this point of view, yes there is a connection between Dewey and Gardener. It is simply because they argue that there is a gap between what students learn at school and the real life. They are not active because they do not use what they have learned at the school in their real world.
Turkey’s Education System

8) Summarize Professor Turan’s observations regarding what he thinks the main problem is with the Turkish Educational System. Do you agree or disagree with him? Give a specific example from your experience in Turkish schools to support your answer.


Freire reading
 
9) In this reading, Freire contrasts what he calls “banking education” (which he suggests makes students “passive” objects, easily “dominated” and “integrated” into the social system they were taught to accept, not question or change) with the alternative approach to education he proposes (i.e. an education that liberates people by encouraging them to critically question and intervene in the situations they live in, and so to transform themselves and their world).  Using the chart below, write at least five characteristics of banking education mentioned by Freire, and five corresponding characteristics of education for liberation. 

	“Banking” Education”
	“Libertarian” or “Problem-posing” Education

	
the teacher teaches and the students are taught.

the teacher knows everything and the student show nothing.

the teacher thinks and the students are thought about.

the teacher talks and the students listen.

the teacher disciplines and the students are disciplined.


	
Liberating education consists in acts of cognition, not transferrals of information.
It is a learning situation in which the cognizable object (far from being the end of the cognitive act) intermediates the cognitive actors — teacher on the one hand and students on the other. 
Accordingly the practice of problem-posing education entails at the outset that the teacher-student contradiction be resolved.
 Dialogical relations — indispensable to the capacity of cognitive actors to cooperate in perceiving the same cognizable object — are otherwise impossible.









10) What do you understand Freire means by “Liberating education consists in acts of cognition, not transferrals of information” (on the 4th page of the reading).  In a short paragraph, briefly describe a high school lesson in your field of study that consists primarily of “transferrals of information” (this may be a lesson that you yourself experienced or one that you can imagine).  In another short paragraph, describe a lesson in your field in which a teacher encourages “acts of cognition” on the part of students rather than only transferring information.

it is a process of teaching which is based on communication not only give students information to memorize, so the teacher while being taught also teach and also there will be no longer teacher authority it will be freedom in the class, every thing should open to discuss by both student’s and teacher side.

	Transferrals of information is a kind of direct teaching way without using slides, movies and so on.  For example, in the short story lesson I can distrubute a story and I canexplain the plot summary, themes, character and place without showing any visual aids.
	The example for the  acts of cognition, I can say whan I become a teacher I prepare a sheet about education and I ask students to read it and when they finish reading by asking some questions they can put forward their ideas or they share their knowladge about the issue that they have worked on.
