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TE501 Spring 2010
Reflection Questions #2 (for Week 3)
Readings:  Eliot - The three aims of education (1 page);  Gardner – pp. 115-119;  Tarnas – A Classical Greek View of Education (2 pages);  Dewey on purpose of education (4 pages);  FUNDAEC – The Aim of Education (pp. 17-18)
Eliot reading
1) In your own words, what are the three aims of education Eliot suggests?
2) Do you agree with all three should be aims of education?  Do you think one of these aims is more important than the others?  Are all three equally important?  Explain.

3) In your view, which of these aims do you think schooling in Turkey (K-12) is most successful in achieving?  Do you think Turkish schools fall short of achieving any of these aims?  Explain.

4) For each of the three aims, give specific examples of the kinds of knowledge and skills students should gain in a school that can be said to successfully achieve that aim?
Gardner reading
5) (p. 116) In your own words, what do you understand Gardner means by “performances”?  What are examples of performances that high school students in Turkey are expected to learn how to do?
6) (pp. 116-117) What are the two alternatives aims for education Gardner suggests here besides the aim that students learn “performances that are desired in a mature adult”?  Think of specific examples from the field you will be teaching of facts and concepts that students would need to learn to achieve each aim.
7) (pp. 117-118) In your own words, explain what Gardner says is the “test of understanding.”  What can “one who understands” do, according to Gardner?   
Tarnas (re. Socrates/Plato)
8) Do you agree or disagree with Plato that most people (especially when uneducated) don’t have “authentic knowledge” but instead live in the “illusion of appearances”?  Support your view with a specific example.

9) In the last two paragraphs, what, according to Tarnas, was the aim of education for Plato and what method(s) did he (Plato) propose to achieve this aim?
Dewey
10) (1st page) What does Dewey suggest is the social function of education (the role it plays in society)?
11) (1st page) What does Dewey suggest is the aim of education?  What does he say is the “finest product of schooling”?  Do you agree or disagree?  Explain.
12) (2nd page top) What does Dewey suggest in this paragraph is the relative importance of knowing information v. possessing skills and understanding?

13) (2nd page) How does Dewey define democracy?

14) (3rd page) What, according to Dewey, is the “grave danger” in defining educational aims only in terms of giving students what they need to earn a living?
FUNDAEC
15) What is the aim of education according to FUNDAEC?  How do they understand the ‘minimum requirements” of education when viewed in the context of “today’s worldwide educational crisis”?
16) According to FUNDAEC, is teaching “scientific knowledge and technological know-how” enough to achieve the aims for education they suggest?  Do you agree or disagree with this perspective?  Explain.

