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TE501 Spring 2010
Reflection Questions #3 (for Week 4)

Readings:  Gardener – The Unschooled Mind – pp. 126-132, 7-11, 152-159;  Dewey in Turkey; Turkey’s Education System Leads Nowhere, Professor Says - Hürriyet 23 Jan. 2010; Freire – Pedagogy of the Oppressed – Chapter 2
Gardner readings

1) (pp. 126-129) In your own words, how does Gardner define “school”?  Describe what Gardner says are the “predictable features” that schools all over the world have come to exhibit.

2) (pp. 130-132) According to Gardner, what are the three kinds of knowledge that modern secular schools are expected to present to students?  Give examples from your field of each kind of knowledge and examples of how each was taught to you.

3) (pp. 6-9) Describe, in your own words, the “three characters” that Gardner introduces on pp. 6-7.  What are the differences between the kinds of “performances” that are expected of each character?  Explain in your own words what Gardner means when he comments that in schools, “‘correct’ responses [given by traditional students]…do not preclude genuine understanding, they just fail to guarantee that such genuine understanding has occurred” (p. 9).

4) (pp. 10-11) In your own words, what is Gardner’s claim about these “three characters”?  What are the three “gaps” with which he is concerned?  With regard to the 2nd gap, what are even “esteemed students” (i.e. students who are successful in schools) often not successful at?

5) (pp. 153-155) Gardener gives several examples here of what happened when students who were taught certain laws of physics in school (i.e. laws of motion) were called upon to apply their knowledge in non-school situations.  What do these examples show about how well these students were able to apply their knowledge of the laws of physics?
6) (p. 156) What is it about the way that “lessons in physics class are learned” that Gardner suggests may help to explain the results of the experiments with students he describes?  What do you think this suggests about what may be a problem with many schools?

Dewey in Turkey reading

7) According to Dewey, what is the greatest weakness in almost all schools?  What relationship(s) do you see between Dewey’s and Gardner’s points?

Turkey’s Education System Leads Nowhere, Professor Says - Hürriyet 23 Jan. 2010

8) Summarize Professor Turan’s observations regarding what he thinks the main problem is with the Turkish Educational System.  Do you agree or disagree with him?  Give a specific example(s) from your experience in Turkish schools to support your answer.
Freire reading

9) In this reading, Freire contrasts what he calls “banking education” (which he suggests makes students “passive” objects, easily “dominated” and “integrated” into the social system they were taught to accept, not question or change) with the alternative approach to education he proposes (i.e. an education that liberates people by encouraging them to critically question and intervene in the situations they live in, and so to transform themselves and their world).  Using the chart below, write at least five characteristics of banking education mentioned by Freire, and five corresponding characteristics of education for liberation. 
	“Banking” Education
	“Libertarian” or “Problem-posing” Education

	
	


10) What do you understand Freire means by “Liberating education consists in acts of cognition, not transferrals of information” (on the 4th page of the reading).  In a short paragraph, briefly describe a high school lesson in your field of study that consists primarily of “transferrals of information” (this may be a lesson that you yourself experienced or one that you can imagine).  In another short paragraph, describe a lesson in your field in which a teacher encourages “acts of cognition” on the part of students rather than only transferring information.
