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Reflection Questions #4 (for Week 5)
Readings:  Slavin - pp. 189-204; Jestor - Introduction to the DVC Learning Style Survey for College (web site)
Slavin pp. 189-204 re. “meaningful” learning & “cognitive teaching strategies”:
1) (pp. 189-191) Give an example of rote learning and an example of meaningful learning in your field of study.  

It is a design at random, that is, there is no iconological order. Teaching vocabulary items can be given as an example.  Vocabulary items cannot be taught in the alphabetic order but by making logical assumption or memorizing.

2) (pp. 190-191) What does the experiment done with college students mentioned here suggest about how “facts” should be taught to students?
It is about having information in your memory does not guarantee that you can bring it out and use it when it is needed. An understanding of how to make information accessible to students so that they can connect it to other information, think about it, and apply it outside of the classroom. Briefly, it is related with being active, students should use what they have learned in their real life.

3) (pp. 191-192) Give an example of how, as a teacher, you might connect a student’s learning of an important fact or concept in your discipline with their own background knowledge (i.e. the knowledge they have from their experiences outside of school).
There are many ways of teaching language to the students. For example, students learned how to use their native language by interacting, listening, and talking. Hence, they can learn English by interacting with native speakers e.g. they can do listening or debate.

4) At the bottom of page 198, the author mentions two common teaching strategies for activating students’ prior knowledge about a subject you want to teach, i.e. 1) “having students discuss what they already know about a topic” and 2) “having them make predictions about material to be learned.”  Think of an example of how you might use one of these strategies to teach a new concept from your field.
Writing and readiness are the best ways of activate student’s prior knowledge. I can ask my students to put their finger on the hot potato issue which is “global warming”. First thing first, I  ask them what’s globe means and then I ask if they know why  it is important, then I  let them to discuss if global warming continue how both the countries and human being will be effected from it. Then I ask them the prepositions of reducing global warming. After all, I ask them to write an essay about global warming.

Jestor - Introduction to the DVC Learning Style Survey for College (web site):
5) What are the four learning styles the author (Catherine Jestor) identifies?  In your own words, explain the distinguishing characteristic(s) of each style.  

6) Think of a specific topic in your field that you will likely teach when you are a high school teacher.  How might you adapt a lesson about this topic to help students who are mainly Visual/Non-verbal Learners?  How might you adapt a lesson about this topic to help students who are mainly Auditory/Verbal Learners? 
I ask my students to write about the best ways of communicating with people. Firstly I show them a video which shows the impact of having a good conversation and bad conversation, after that students can make prediction about what they should do while they are talking and what they should not do. Finally I ask them to think and discover what can be the rules of having a proper conversation and I ask them to write a paragraph or essay about the rules.
7) Follow the link to the “Learning Styles Survey” and take the survey.  According to the results you received, what is your primary learning style?
My primary learning style is visual verbal.

