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R.Q # 6
Dewey – Democracy and Education - Chapter 12 excerpts:

1) (para 1) What point does Dewey make in the 1st paragraph about the relationship between developing skills, acquiring information and fostering good habits of thinking (i.e. about how these activities are normally treated in schools, and how they should be treated)?
These three are used in a different concept such as acquisition of skill is used in reading, spelling, writing, drawing, reciting and acquiring information is used in history and geography, and training of thinking is a measure of the ineffective way. 
2) (para 3) In your own words, what does Dewey mean when he says “an actual empirical situation” should be “the initiating phase of thought”?  How does he suggest learning about a new topic should begin?  What does he say a student’s “first…contact with any new material” should be like?  What do you think he means by this?  Think of an example of how you might begin a lesson in your subject area in this way.   

Dewey emphasizes the significance of being experienced. Students are accepted to be experienced and they can gain this experience by working or playing. For my field I can start the lesson by doing warm up activity. First of all I will make them groups and ask them to give their idea about the subject so as to make them to interfere with each other. This will make them to gain experience about topic through each other’s idea. Hence, they will be an active learner as well. 
3) (para 4-5) According to Dewey, what kind of a “situation” arouses thought?  “Learning naturally results” from what kind of educational methods?  What similarities and/or differences do you see between what Dewey suggests (in paragraph 5) about how teachers can design situations that arouse students’ thinking and Freire’s notion of “problem-posing” education (especially as described on the 5th page of our reading by Freire)?
4) (para 6-7) Using the criteria (i.e. the questions) suggested in this paragraph, give an example related to your field of a “genuine” problem and an example of a “simulated or mock” problem.  What does Dewey say it is about the way most classrooms are arranged and about the kinds of educational activities that usually occur in them that makes traditional education ineffective in helping students learn good habits of thinking?

Dewey says educational activities which are based on traditional education are highly ineffective in helping students learn good habits of thinking. On the other hand, Dewey argues that students can also learn or improve their skills out of the school. While playing in the playground or by interacting with the other pupils, students can also learn. In other words, schools are not the only places for better education.
Genuine problem:  this problem is associated with the real life, the students should deal with the problems come from real life.  “Communication Rules” can be given as a real life problem topic. For example, students can work on it as a group and they can find out what people should do and shouldn’t do for an effective communication. Hence, they also find some examples from the real life and they can prove their examples with the facts. For example, while someone is talking, we should not interrupt him or her.
 Mock problem: This is the opposite of “genuine”. In other words, it is about common or traditional teaching method, it is not related to real life. In this problem, students memorize the information, for example, when the teacher asks question about the causes or reasons or results of the American Revolution, the students should keep on memorizing the information which is traditional teaching method.
5) (para 9)  What connection(s) can you see between the main point of this paragraph and Vygotsky’s “zone of proximal development?”  
As far as I understand there must be something that supplies the considerations which can go over the difficulties.
6)  (para 11)   What is Dewey’s perspective on “knowledge”?  What does he suggest is the wrong way to view knowledge?  What connection(s), if any, do you see between this view of knowledge and Freire’s ideas about problem-posing education?
According to him knowledge is a means of the working capital, the indispensable resources, of further inquiry; of finding out, or learning, more things. Frequently it is treated as an end itself, and then the goal becomes to heap it up and display it when called for. 
7) (para 13-15) What does Dewey explain he means when he uses the words “thought” and “thinking?”  What connections do you see between this view of “thought” and the constructivist view of knowledge you read about last week? 
It is an  idea from one person to another. The communication may stimulate the other person to realize the question for him and to think out a like idea, or it may smother his intellectual interest and suppress his dawning effort at thought.
8) (para 17) What does Dewey suggest is the only way that one can gain a sense of the “full meaning” and “reality” of any idea?  Try to think of an example from every-day experience that might support Dewey’s claim.
While the need of application of ideas gained in study is acknowledged by all the more successful methods of instruction, the exercises in application are sometimes treated as devices for fixing what has already been learned and for getting greater practical skill in its manipulation. These results are genuine and not to be despised. But practice in applying what has been gained in study ought primarily to have an intellectual quality. As we have already seen, thoughts just as thoughts are incomplete
9) (para 18) What does Dewey suggest is the problem with the way ideas are usually presented in schools?
It can hardly be said that many students consciously think of the subject matter as unreal; but it assuredly does not possess for them the kind of reality which the subject matter of their vital experiences possesses
10) (para 21) What does Dewey suggest “all educational institutions should be equipped” to do?  Think of a specific example of how you might do this while teaching high school students in your subject area. 
While it is desirable that all educational institutions should be equipped so as to give students an opportunity for acquiring and testing ideas and information in active pursuits typifying important social situations, it will, doubtless, be a long time before all of them are thus furnished.

Posner – Analyzing the Curriculum – Chapter 3:

11) Which of the 5 theoretical perspectives identified by Posner do you think is reflected most in Dewey’s views on curriculum?  What are the main differences between this perspective and the “Traditional” perspective?
1- Traditional (banking)

2- Experiential (Dewe)

3- Structure of disciplines

4- Behavioral 

5- Constructivist   
Perkins – Teaching for Understanding excerpts:

12) After reading the “What Is Understanding?”sub-section of this reading, summarize what Perkins means by “understanding” and “understanding performances?”  Give an example of an “understanding performance” you could have your students engage in to develop and test their understanding of an important concept in your field.

This performance perspective says that understanding a topic of study is a matter of being able to perform in a variety of thought-demanding ways with the topic, for instance to: explain, muster evidence, find examples, generalize, apply concepts, analogize, represent in a new way, and so on. In other words, Perkins argues that the first thing that students should do is to understand the topic or something and if they manage to understand the topic then they can use their knowledge to deal with the problem or difficulties. What is more, students are also accepted to use their mental skills to familiar with the topic. For example, I can teach my students how to design a “guideline” and how to write “objectives” for a lesson. I can teach the key points, what should do while designing or writing and then I can ask them to prepare their own guideline. While they are preparing their guidelines I can ask them to pick their subjects from the real life. For example, they can choose the effects of love on human psychology, the benefits of using public bus for transition and so on.  Hence, I can test their understanding.
13) After reading the “How Can Students Learn with Understanding?” sub-section of this reading, summarize what Perkins says is the main difference between “taking in information with clarity” and “learning for understanding?”
It's all too easy to conceive of learning with understanding as a matter of taking in information with clarity. If only one listens carefully enough, then one understands. But this idea of understanding as a matter of clarity simply will not work. Recall the example of Newton's theory of motion; you may listen carefully to the teacher and understand in the limited sense of following what the teacher says as the teacher says it. But this does not mean that you really understand in the more genuine sense of appreciating these implications for situations the teacher did not talk about. Learning for understanding requires not just taking in what you hear, it requires thinking in a number of ways with what you heard-- practicing and debugging your thinking until you can make the right connections flexibly
14) After reading the “How Can We Teach For Understanding?” sub-section of this reading, explain and give practical examples to illustrate how you might use the 1st, 2nd, 5th and 6th teaching strategies that Perkins suggests in your classroom.
First, students think about topic that they are given. For example I will give them reading about Coincidences, so they will think about maybe subtopics of Coincidences like (luck, bad luck, happiness etc)

Secondly, teacher can evaluate students understanding by asking them to write an essay about topic which is Coincidences, then teacher give some feedbacks to their essay.

Fifth, teacher can teach them how students could use some sources like internet or library to learn about coincidences and subtopics of it through using internet or library.

Sixth, teaching for understanding. To develop students’ knowledge and habit. For example, I can correct their grammar mistakes.
15) After reading the “What Should We Teach For Understanding?”, “What Is Generative Knowledge?” and “Tapping Teachers’ Wisdom” sub-sections of this reading, give an example of what could be “generative knowledge” for your future students related learning about your subject area.  Explain why you think this is an example of generative knowledge.
It is a kind of process which occurs when a person develops an understanding of the fundamentals of a topic. I will let my students to be an active use of knowledge. They will be creative so they will develop their understanding by reading and analyzing the texts given by the teacher.
RQs #7
What do we mean by formative and summative assessment?
1) Explain in your own words the difference between formative and summative assessment.  Give a specific example of a formative assessment method you might use as a teacher.  Explain why the method is formative.  Give a specific example of a summative method of assessment you might use as a teacher.  Explain why this method is summative.

Summative assessment is a kind of assessment method which is given at a certain point in a time. It is generally used as a part of grading the process. End-of-unit or chapter tests and end-of-term or semester exams can be given as an example.

Formative assessment is self reflected process. It is used during the teaching and learning period. Asking questions and asking students to write an essay about the topic are all the examples of formative assessment.
Posner – Analyzing the Curriculum - Chapt. 11 –  pp. 256-259, 261-268
2) What are the two different kinds of evaluation (i.e. assessment) that Posner contrasts in this chapter?  Summarize what the different characteristics of each type of evaluation are.  Remembering the previous reading (i.e. What do we mean by formative and summative assessment?), which of these two approaches to evaluation might best be called “assessment for learning,” and which seems more like “assessment of learning?”  Explain.

Formative assessment is the best one because it is used during the teaching and learning period. The teacher asks some questions to the students and they reply them hence the teacher have a good chance to find out whether the students have understood the topic or not.
Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi:

3) According to Pestalozzi, what is the aim of education?  What do you think is meant by trying to balance the “three elements” of “hands, heart and head” in education?  Give an example of how education could involve all three of these aspects?  

The aim is to educate the children. He declares that intellectual education is only part of a wider plan. What is more, he focuses on balance, or keeps in equilibrium, than he declares the three elements which are hands, heart and head
Posner – Analyzing the Curriculum (pp. 123-125):

4) In your own words, what is your understanding of the term hegemony?
Hegemony demonstrates controlling of one or a group by another that is a person who is oppressor tries to control the oppressed for its interest and tries to broaden its power over the oppressed.  
5) Explain what is meant by each of the following terms and how each can promote the domination of one group and the oppression of other groups in a society.

The Official Curriculum:  As an explicit expression of one group's (e.g., a school board's) educational intent for another group (e.g., pupils) objective become an effective and direct means for controlling people, or at least what they study. When the dominated group is not only wiser or old but also different social class and race that dominated group objectives may serve hegemonic role.
The Hidden Curriculum: Objectives may also act more indirectly by diverting attention from the hegemonic forces of the school as an institution. When different group of children segregated by the ability or geography in to socially, economically or racially homogeneous schools receive different hidden curricula preparing them for different positions in the official curriculum, criticism of the schools hidden curriculum maybe avoided that is not treating students in fair way
The Null Curriculum: Objectives may function hegemonically in other indirect ways. The curriculum implicitly legitimizes the content that the objectives embody, while it delegitimizes the null curriculum. It supports the status of those with power, influence and wealth in existing political, social and economic order. Thus the explicit and implicit curriculum serves to reduce peoples sense of political efficacy and increase their political acquiescence.
McLaren – Life in Schools – Chapter 5 (pp. 211-214):
6) (pp. 212-213) Consider the examples given on this page of how some teachers view and treat boys differently from girls.  How is this an example of a hidden curriculum?  How is this an example of hegemony?  

Hidden curriculum has a negative connotation because it refers to inequality but it also refers to different types of knowledge. However, Hegemony has positive connotation. For example, there is hegemony between the girls and boys in the schools because teachers much care about the boys rather than girls because boys are preemptive but girls are irrelevant. The girls are prevented from having the same opportunities with the boys and boys are also independent but girls are not. Hence, here we see that the teacher isolates the girls and there is an inequality. Therefore, the teacher is unjust because the teacher does not have a right to isolate the students.     
On the other hand, hidden curriculum is used by the teachers. In the article it is stated that there is a big gap between the girls and the boys. Boys are the teacher’s apple eyes because Boys are more active and more dominant. Thus, teachers are twice as likely to give male students detailed instruc​tions on how to do things for themselves. With female students, however, teachers are more likely to do the task for them instead. Not surprisingly, the boys are being taught independence and the girl’s dependency.
7) (p. 214) In your own words, explain what in critical pedagogy is meant by student empowerment.  How may this idea be related to Freire’s ideas about education for liberation?  As a high school teacher, how might you empower your students?

First of all as a teacher I should let my students to be free because they should reflect their ideas about the topic which is given without pressure. On the other hand, Even if their ideas are wrong I should not discourage them but try to increase their motivation hence I can empower them.
Posner – Analyzing the Curriculum (pp. 193-201):

8) (p. 193) what does Posner mean when he writes about the frame factors of a curriculum?

 It is a factor that helps to construct in schools. 
9) Considering what the school you eventually may teach in may realistically be like, in what ways do you imagine your ability to design and teach your own curriculum to your students might be limited by each of the following frame factors: 

Temporal Frames: the curriculum must include the four kills speaking, writing, listening and use of language. The aim will be to improve these four skills.
Physical Frames: I can create an effective area for my students to teach speaking and listening. I can give a topic them and ask them to discuss.
Political-Legal Frames:  
Organizational Frames: I will try to use group activities because they lead students to help each other to understand the topic given by the teacher.
Personal Frames: I will focus on the student’s interest and make a connection between the topics I give them with their interests.  
Economic Frames:  I can talk about our economy and gıve some examples related to worldwide economy.
Cultural Frames: I have to prepare a lesson plan based on values and beliefs.
