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Midterm Question

Modernism is fashioned world view that could encompass every aspect of life and express everything from a scream to chuckle. In other words, it refers to 20th century and it is a reaction of traditional 19th century norms.  It is the quality of being contemporary in thought or way of life. “Modernism” refers to a wide range of subjects such as music, religion, and architecture, and generally relates to the changing nature of society during this period. The key terms or movements of the modernism are “Post-Impressionism”, “Cubism”, “Dadaism”, “the absurdism”, and latter “Futurism”. Post-Impressionism is an artistic style for expressing emotions rather than simply optical impressions, concentrating on themes of deeper symbolism. Light / Shadow can be given as an example for this term.  Cubism is an artistic style for describing the things as an object or fragment. In this sense, “fragmentation”, “alienation”, “nothingness”, and “problematize” are the key themes of modernism or the modernist. Dadaism is an expression against the degeneration in the society and war.  The absurdism is also an artistic style and it is to speak meaningless or nonsense.  “Theory of evolution” and “origin of species” which are Darvin’s Works are good examples. Futurism is a modern artistic and literary movement in the early twentieth century it is a style of art, music, and literature which is about the technology and violence and so on. Some of these terms are also seen in T.S. Eliot's "The [image: image1.wmf]

Waste Land", which is not only one of the key works of modernism but also one of the greatest poetic achievements of the twentieth century.

“The Waste Land” is described as a certain era where there is no real life, no productivity, no rain, no water, no refreshment and no revival. The poem starts with “April is cruelest month…” and the sentence forces me to say that the poet use “Cubism” as a style because “April” is mixes of memory and desire; on the other, hand it disturbs the dead land. By the way, here the memory is winter and the desire is summer as a season. On the other hand, there is a sentence like “A heap of broken images” which takes place line 22 on the sheet. This sentence proves that “The Waste Land” is one of the modern poetry because here we have fragments. The sentence tells us that there will be more waste lands.  Furthermore, Eliot is describing a woman, Madame Sosostris, who is a famous clairvoyant throughout the lines 43 to 45. Hence, we have a certain image which is a method of indirection. This image also makes “The Waste Land” modern poetry because the image is a sign of “fragmentation”.  Last but not least, in the very last part of the poem, Eliot comments on the social life after the Great War so, Eliot uses “dada” as a style and this once more proves that “The Waste Land” is a modern poetry.
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