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In Carol Ann Duffy's poem "Penelope", Penelope goes on her own journey through knitting; in this journey she discovers herself and her potential, and at the end of the poem we have a different portrayal of Penelope compared to the one in the beginning.

1) Comment on this statement supporting your argument by giving examples from the poem.

The poem opens with the explanation of how Penelope is hopeful. Her husband is away, he attended the war and now he is there and he really wants him to turn back to his house that is the basic reason why she is hopeful and in the poem it is stated like; “At first, I looked along the road hoping to see him saunter home among the olive trees.” Then, when we move on reading, we learn that she is knitting in order to spend her time, especially in order to divert herself and at the end of the first stanza and at the beginning of the second stanza, it is stated that she begins to busy with cloths, scissors, needle, thread and thinking to amuse herself. In the second stanza, she becomes like a profession about knitting. Anyway, as her husband is away, some people come and want to get marry to her but she refuses their proposal by saying when she finishes knitting then she will get marry to them. It is stated in the poem like; “And when the others came to take his place, disturb my peace, I played for time.” Hence, we observe that she deceives the men because she is hoping to see her husband. In other words, she hopes that he will come back from the war. However, through the end of the poem, it is stated that “Grey threads and brown pursued my needle’s leaping fish to form a river that would reach the sea”. This quota proves that Penelope is hopeless. Furthermore, she as it is stated in the poem does her work by day but at night unpicks it. That means she turns back to where she has begun. She begins to divert herself again and begins to think how to amuse herself. So, we can say that the poem opens with Penelope’s hope and ends with her hopelessness.
