Samet Öz

20503411

Homework Questions Aquinas

Week 12

1) Obedience is when you do something you may not want to, but doing it is in your best interest and the interest of others. For instance, many states have smoking bans in public places. Smokers protest, but it is in the best interest of public safety.
2) Thomas distinguishes four kinds of law; eternal law, natural law, human law and divine law. The argument in the responsio is to obey the superiors by virtue of the order of natural and divine law. I think that it is convincing because one has to obey the rules, which are absolute for common welfare or in order not to harm others.
3) No, it is not really being seen as so black, it is quite white because Aquinas has three different types of obedience and these obedience provides some possibilities to people. For example, the first obedience is sufficient for salvation, people have to obey if there is an obligation to do, the second one is perfect obedience, and people will obey everything which is lawful. The last one is indiscriminate obedience which is the opposite of the second one. Here, everything is clear; therefore, it is white.
4) Tyrant, in my opinion, is somebody or something which force people to do something. In other word, cruel or barbarian or bloody. George Bush world be a good modern example of a tyrant because he attacked Iraqi and killed so many people, who were guiltless.
5) The public will determine if a ruler abuse his or her authority because in our modern world, the ruler is chosen by public. Therefore, it rights them to judge the ruler. Power can be a good reason for that because being a powerful is enough to do whatever you want. It is the key, which opens all the doors. However, it must be used when the ruler act just for his or her advantageous.

